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Bashir Ahmed Shaykh Bagha was a renowned scholar,
social reformer and political personality of the 19th century
Indian subcontinent. His greatest contribution was to lead
the education movement in Bangladesh and Assam. This
uncompromising scholar has taken prison time again and again
to free his nation from British aggression, and never bowed
down in front of injustice.

In recent history, he has been known to all as the teacher of
numerous scholars of the Sylhet region. Among his students
are Shaykh Noor Uddin Goharpuri (R.), Shaykh Amin Uddin
Katia (R.), Shaykh Nurul Haq Dharmandali (R.), Advocate
Abdur Raqib and the list goes on.

We have attached this short biography of Shaykh e Bagha in
both Bengali and English languages here and will continue to
add information in upcoming editions, Insha’Allah. The main
material of this booklet is collected from a book “Shaykhe
Baghar Jibon Kotha” written by Maulana Mahbub Ahmad.
Mohammed Sabbir Hossain worked to enhance the Bengali
linguistic beauty of the booklet and Maulana Talha Abdul
Mukeith helped to enhance the English linguistic beauty.

Many other brothers have helped us in various ways in
publishing this booklet, we are grateful to them all.

Ma'as- Salam
Hussain Ahmad.



ashir Ahmed Bagha (1895-11" December 1971), famously

known as Shaykh Bagha, was an Indian, later an east
Pakistani Islamic scholar, preacher, and politician. In 1929 he
founded Bagha Gulapnogor Arabia Islamia Madrasa in Sylhet,
Bangladesh, one of the oldest Islamic centres in British India.
He named this madrasa the valley of the Mujahideen and
gave the title, ‘land of Bagha is the base of the Mujahideen.

He was one of the close students of Shaykh Hussain Ahmed
Madani and played a key role in the Azadi movement. He
also became the vice president of Jamiate — Ulama — Islam
Pakistan.

Among his students are Shaykhul Hadith Noor Uddin
Gohorpuri, and Ameen Uddin Shaykh Katia.

He was born in Bagha, a village of the Sylhet district in 1895 in
a respectable family. His father and mother are Khurshid Ali
and Salima Khatun. His father was a businessman and used to
keep close contact with ulama, and a close spiritual student
of Allama Abbas Ali (R.).

Shaykh Bagha finished his primary education in the village
maktab. He was an exceptional student and had a very good
memory. Later he was admitted to the renowned Islamic
school of the Indian subcontinent ‘Fulbari Aziria Madrasa’.
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After completing his studies at this madrasa, he went to Darul
uloom Deobond for higher education. There, Maulana Hussain
Ahmed Madani advised him to take admission in Muradabad
Shahi madrasa. There under the guidance of Allamah
Fakhruddin Muradabadi, he completed his graduation in
Tafseer, Hadith, Figh and other Islamic Sciences.

After returning from Muradabad, he went to Shaykh Hussain
Ahmed Madani (R.) for spiritual guidance. Shaykh Madani
was very happy with his student and soon he ordered Shaykh
Bagha to return home to preach Islam.

In 1919 he returned home after completing education. His
country was almost 200 years under British oppression. He
took a step to educate people and worked to reconstruct the
country educationally. There was no environment of good
education amongst the people. Muslims used to adopt the
culture of foreigners as there was no practice of religion or
Islamic culture & traditions (Tahajib Tamaddun) among the
people. In particular, the youth were always engaged in horse
racing, boating, singing and other entertainment.

In 1929 he founded Bagha Gulapnogor Arabia Islamia madrasa
in his village. Very soon his reputation spread all over the
country and students started coming to learn from him and
get guidance.

Hazrat Maulana Bashir Ahmad Shaykh Bagha (R.) is one of the
few born thinkers in the Pak-Indian subcontinent, who raised
the flag of Islam in the service of Deen, made Islam victorious
and became immortalized in the minds of the people.

Bashir Ahmed Shaykh Bagha (R.) ¢ 17



When all kinds of torture including murder, imprisonment,
oppression, etc. came down on all the anti-British soldiers
including Ulama by the British Raj. During this miserable
day of the nation, the heroic Mujahid Hazrat Shaykh Bagha
jumped into the caliphate movement with a revolutionary,
rebellious attitude and self-confidence. He led this movement
all over Bengal and Assam including Sylhet. He gave historical
speeches on the nature, necessity, and preservation of
caliphate in different public meetings.

He was imprisoned in 1942 for leading the “Quit India”
movement under the slogan “Karenge Ya Marenge”. The
trial of false cases including various forms of torture and
imprisonment by the British government could not bring any
change in his strong morale, leadership and courage.

Hazrat Maulana Advocate Abdur Rakib , president of
Bangladesh Nezame Islam Party, and a student of Bagha
Madrasa, said:

"Hazrat Shaykh Bagha (R.) was a patriot. It is very difficult to
find a precedent current time the people who have written the
history by sacrificing their whole life for the protection of Islam.
| have been fortunate to have been in his service for many
days since the early fifties. Whenever | went to his service, it
could be seen that he was looking for a way of progress and
liberation of the country and the whole nation. Hazrat Shaykh
Bagha (R.) Apart from being a high-level scholar, he was an
incomparable ideological politician in the political arena. In
political conversations, he seemed to be a political initiation
guru. He used to advise us to show intelligence in all areas."
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Once he addressed me and said - "Abdur Rakib! Ostentation
is not permissible in worship, but it is permissible in politics.”

After the Muslim League failed to establish the rule of
Al-Quran, in 1949, the ulama started the movement again
for the establishment of Islamic rule. In 1949, in order to
strengthen the movement for the establishment of Islam,
Shaykh Bagha (R.) led the movement leadership consisting of
Fakhre Bangal Hazrat Maulana Tajul Islam, Hazrat Maulana
Athar Ali Sylheti and Hazrat Maulana Syed Musleh Uddin.

In 1950, a historic Ulama Conference was held at the Sylhet
Government Alia Madrasa ground under the leadership
of Hazrat Maulana Suleiman Nadvi (R.) Hazrat Maulana
Ehteshamul Hag Thanvi (R.) of Pakistan and other eminent
ulama took part in it. Shaykh Bagha (R.) had a leading role in
this too. The conference also presented a draft of a complete
Islamic constitution for Pakistan.

In 1956, a general conference was held at Bagha Golapnagar
Arabiya Islamia Madrasa in Sylhet, under the leadership of
Maulana Bashir Ahmad Shaykh Bagha (R.) to demand the
establishment of Islamic rule. Former member of Pakistan
National Assembly Allama Mushahid Bayampuri, Fakhre
Bangal Allama Tajul Islam, Hazrat Maulana Athar Ali Sylheti,
Hazrat Maulana Lutfur Rahman Barnavi, Khatib Azam Allama
Siddique Ahmed Chatragrami, Former Education Minister Mr.
Ashraf Uddin Chowdhury and Maulana Ashraf Ali Dharmandli
(R.) and others join the meeting.

Hazrat Shaykh Bagha was highly respected by all scholars
including Hafizul Hadith Allama Abdullah Darkhasti, former
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Chief Minister of Pakistan Border Province Allama Mufti
Mahmood and Pir Mohsin Uddin Dudu Mia.

In the political arena, he was known as one of the top leaders
of All Pakistan Jamiat Ulama Islam.

He attended the three-day Jamiat Council Session held in
Pakistan from 1st May to 3rd May 1968. On the first day of
the session, the Central Committee of the Jamiat was formed
with Hafizul Hadith Allama Abdullah Darkhasti as the Ameer,
Hazrat Maulana Bashir Ahmad Shaykh Bagha as the Naib
Ameer and Allama Mufti Mahmud Madani as the General
Secretary. During his visit to Pakistan, he delivered a historic
speech at a place called "Muchi Gate’.

During the Pakistan period, he played a leading role against
the “Aili Qawanin” (Muslim Family Law) issued by Field
Marshal Ayub Khan.

In 1968, Ayub Khan formed a board called ‘The Islamic
Tahkikati Council’. Dr. Fazlur Rahman, the director of the
board, published a book called ‘Islam’. It contained various
anti-Islamic fabrications, including recommending three
daily prayers instead of the five daily ones. Then there was
great anger among the devout Muslims. Scholars started
a nationwide movement. Hazrat Shaykh Bagha (R.) for this
movement went to multiple parts of both sides of Pakistan
and played a leading role in building mass protest through
rallies.

A historic rally was held at the Sylhet Registry Ground on
Friday, August 23, 1986, under the leadership of Shaykh
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Bagha to demand confiscation of the book titled ‘Islam’ by
the insidious Dr. Fazlur Rahman. National leaders including
Allama Mushahid Bayampuri, Maulana Abdul Latif Fultali,
Leader of Opposition in Pakistan National Assembly, eminent
parliamentarian Maulvi Farid Ahmed, Maulana Badrul Alam,
Maulana Musleh Uddin and eminent parliamentarian Syed
Kamrul Hasan spoke on the occasion. Seeing the jihadi
attitude of the people after listening to the historic speech of
Shaykh Bagha at the rally, Mr. Farid Ahmed said, “By today’s
speech of Hazrat Shaykh Bagha, Dr. Fazlur Rahman will be
forced to leave the country and Ayub Khan will also fall,
Insha Allah.”

Among his notable students are, Shaykhul Hadith Noor
Uddin Gohorpuri, Shaykh Ameen Uddin Katia, Shaykh
Nurul Hague Dormondoli, Maulana Saleh Ahmed, principal
Bagha Gulapnogor Arabia Islamia Madrasa, Maulana Masud
Ahmed, Shaykhul Hadith Golmukapon Madrasa, Sylhet,
Maulana Abdul Jalil, Shaykhul Hadith Deolgram Madrasa,
Maulana Abdur Rahman, Sadrul Mudarriseen Fulbari
Aziria Madrasa, Maulana Mahmud Ali, Muhaddis Hamid
Nogor, Boruna Madrasa, Maulana Advocate Abdur Rakib,
Chairman, Bangladesh Nezam-I-Islami Party, Maulana Hilal
Ahmed, Muhaddith Dhaka Dakshin Husainia Madrasa,
Maulana Abdul Wahid Shaykh Turugau, principal Bagha
Gulapnogor Arabia Islamia Madrasa, Maulana Akbar Ali,
founder Kalakuna Hafizia Islamia Madrasa, Maulana Ataur
Rahman, principal Radhanogor Madrasa, Maulana Akbar Ali,
principal Kamrupdalong Madrasa, Maulana Arif Uddin, Parkul
Madrasa, Maulana Mufti Abdus Subhan, principal Jawa Darul
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Uloom Madrasa, Maulana Abdul Hannan, Shaykhul Hadith,
Hasnabad Madrasa, Maulana Mufti Ala Uddin, Jahanpur,
Sunamgonj.

Bashir Ahmed Shaykh e Bagha (R.) was a spiritually advanced
personality. He was very punctual of Tahajjud Salah. Preventing
social degradation and removing superstition from the nation,
he was busy calling people towards Allah swt. He engaged with
the nation by calling meetings, leading Islamic seminars and
general speeches to open gatherings etc. until he passed away.
Men are mortal. Everyone must leave this temporary world.
Shaykh is no exception. In 1971 four days before Bangladesh
became independent, on Saturday at 11am Shaykh e Bagha
(R.) took leave of the world to meet his Rabb. Innalillahi wa
Inna llaihi Ra'ji'un.
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Since 1965, my life has been closely associated with Shaykh Bagha
(R.). From what | have seen and heard, Shaykh Bagha was known and
respected by the Ulama and elders of every province of the Indian
subcontinent.

Shaykh Bagha (R.) was one of the crowns of Sylhet's Ulama, and the
elders who enlightened the region with the light of the Qur'an and
Sunnah. His courageous role in bringing out and establishing the
truth and eradicating superstitions was unparalleled. He had
courageous participation in all the movements to establish religious
order in society. Scholars who played a leading role in the anti-British
movement known as the freedom movement in the Indian
subcontinent, Shaykh e Bagha was one of the leaders of the
movement across india especially in the Assam region.
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